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- To

the Commitice on Internal Improvement,
i .. House of Delegates.
GENTLEMER: -

. In compliance with the request, contained in your cop.
unication of the Ist inst. that we should furaish to your
ommittee, such information as wemight possess, in relation
- #10. a" Rail Road from Baltimore to the City of Washington—

- we -have given to the subject the consideration which its

+lmportance” merits, and have now the honor to submit tc

you the following Teport, accompanied by a Mep and ﬁ?ﬂ& :

illastrative of the same.

4 The principles which should govern in the selection of & -

iroute for a Rail Road, 50 as to insure the accomplishment of
ithose objects which should characterizg a work, designed to
-afford the most speedy, certain ar.d economical means of coq.
“iveyasce—have on foriner occasions been so fully explained,
.anc are doubtless so well.knowa to the Committee, that their

recapitulation at this time would seem ta be unnecessary.—ft
swill suffice our present purpose to advert merely to the ebvious
+ @dvantages of adapting the plane of a Rail'Road, to the state of
~the trade to be accommodated by it; ur, in other words, to

- #i=pose it in such manner that there shall be the least power

~yequired for the transportation of the relative ameuats to be
- sConveyed upon it in each directioe—And if, as in the present
~casé, the trade be expected to be equal in both directions, or
-piearly so—did the face of the country permit its construetion,
thiere could be no doubt of the decided superiority of a level
‘#oad. The object howaever, being celerity and safety of trans.
- portatios, with economy—inasmuch as it seldom oceurs that
»the most level is the most direct route, and frequently it hap-
Eens that to pursue it advantageously expensive cuts and eng-
- bankments hecome necessary to the graduation of the road
~‘bed—there are of course various vonsiderations incident to a
satisfactory solutlon.of.the problem involvigg the selection of
the preferable route. , S
-+ These, however, may be summarily atated to consist in the
1 €08t of construction compared with the relative efecis of €
“given power oo different planes of inclination; or, in oiher
words, in the cost of construction compared with that of irge.
portation. - " o




